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WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

2. Claims 27 and 29 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Haisch (U.S. Patent Number 3,825,040). Haisch discloses a tank gauging system 
which is capable of being repaired without having to remove the tank in which the 
system is contained from service. The system includes a tank gauging tube housing or 
stillwell which is mounted between the top and bottom of a cargo-carrying tank and 
which is intended primarily to house a conventional liquid level gauge or other such 
device. The housing serves the dual purpose of mounting the level gauge and in the 
event of loss of the normal cargo pumps, the gauge itself may be removed from the 
tube and a pump temporarily installed for pumping out the tank (Please see the 
abstract). 

With regard to claim 27, Haisch discloses and shows in figure 3 a method for 
using a still well apparatus comprising inserting a still well apparatus (21) into a vessel 
(18), connecting the still well into the vessel (Through the vessel cover 20), extending 
the length of the still well (still well comprising sections 31, thus being able to be 
extended, though not explicitly disclosed), inserting an analytical device and detecting a 
physical parameter (this is not explicitly disclosed, however one of ordinary skill in the 
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art would be aware of a gauging system utilizing an ultrasonic transducer produce 
emissions to measure reflections from a liquid surface in order to obtain liquid level, as 
well established in the still well liquid level measuring art. This particular technique is 
demonstrated by Ellinger et al., for example, cited by the examiner as a general state of 
the art reference.). 

With regard to claim 29, Haisch discloses in column 3 lines 12 through 35 that 
the still well (21) can be removed by removing the vessel cover (20), thus 
disconnecting from the top, and removing the stillwell. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

3. Claims 1-26, and 28 are allowed. 

4. The following is a statement of reasons for the indication of allowable subject 
matter: The claims are all directed to a still well apparatus or method of utilizing a 
specific still well apparatus. The novel portions of the claims are directed to a few key 
features, wherein each allowable claim has at least two of the novel features, thus a 
reason for allowance.. First, the claims include a stillwell with a means of lengthening 
the still well apparatus. The prior art of record does not anticipate nor render obvious 
such a feature. There are various references (Haisch is an example) of a stillwell 
utilizing sections. However, there is nothing in the references that would indicate that 
the stillwell is ever extended past a given length as shown, rather a length is chosen for 
a specific application and used, and not a need to lengthen the stillwell. Next, the 
claims call for an apparatus mounted parallel to the still well for cleaning the stillwell. 
Next, there are claims of at least two sections, an upper section and a lower section, 
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thus indicating that the stillwell is not a single piece construction, but has to be at least 
two pieces. Again, the reason for allowance of the apparatus claims is that each one 
includes at least two of these features, in combination with other features of the claims, 
whereby the combination of features as claimed, is not disclosed nor deemed obvious in 
view of the prior art of record. In a similar fashion, there are various method claims that 
disclose various methods that utilize a stillwell apparatus that has at least two of the 
above mentioned elements. The combination of limitations in the various method 
claims that lend such a method to a specific and inventive stillwell apparatus make the 
various method claims novel in view of the prior art of record. 

Conclusion 

5. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. The examiner has cited various prior art references deemed to 
be representative of the general state of the art of the present invention. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Rodney T. Frank whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
2193. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 9-5:30 p.m. EST. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Hezron E. Williams can be reached on (571) 272-2208. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). ^ 
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